IDEOLOGUES

The ideologue is everywhere, in every country, of every race, sex, origin. There is the conservative ideologue, the black ideologue, the liberal ideologue, the white ideologue, the religious ideologue. There is even the environmental ideologue, the capitalist ideologue, the socialist ideologue, the feminist ideologue. His ideology is what defines him, and when that ideology is at stake it's the only thing that matters in his life.

I'm reminded of Arnaldo, who told me this true story from Revolutionary Cuba in the 1960's. Because he was not a "Fidelista," his cattle ranch was nationalized by the state. The ‘miliciano’ who was placed in charge of the people's ranch was an army captain and a party official from Havana who knew nothing about country living. At one point, he came to the ranch to personally pick cattle for the slaughterhouse.

"That one, that one and that one," he told Arnaldo.  The last animal the captain pointed to was a prize Hereford bull who had been imported from the United States. At the time, Arnaldo had paid $5,000 for the young bull; now as an adult, it was worth $40,000 and was used strictly for breeding purposes. And this particular bull was very good at its job.

"That's our best herd bull," Arnaldo cautiously explained to his new boss. "He is the one who impregnates the cows. He has produced a lot of healthy progeny. He is strengthening the herd. Without this particular bull the herd will suffer, as the other bulls are all genetically weaker. He is worth tens of thousands of dollars. He's a very special animal."

The militia man sneered. "In the revolution, no one is special. Everyone is equal."

The bull was summarily slaughtered.

The captain was not necessarily stupid. He could observe that that particular bull was large and powerful looking, and knew the bull had been especially bred for stud work, had papers and a history proving his worth and was indeed special. Even if the new man in charge didn't know a thing about cattle, he had an expert rancher giving him advice on ranching. Even if he didn't trust Arnaldo for his 'non-revolutionary' tendencies, there were surely other bovine experts he could call upon who were loyal to the revolution. By keeping this bull breeding, the miliciano in charge would be doing a better job of running the ranch. The party, the revolution and the country would profit financially from a stronger herd, and suffer financially from a weaker or non-reproducing herd. There would be more healthy animals, therefore more milk, more veal, more beef, more leather for consumption by the people the government was ostensibly trying to serve. In addition, there was no specific reason to kill this one animal--there were plenty of others that could be slaughtered.

It was to the miliciano's every advantage to keep this animal alive. 

But Fidel Castro had said that in the revolution everyone is equal. Therefore, this special animal could not possibly be special, or allowed any special treatment. The bull died for fanatical, unthinking, illogical, ideological reasons.

An ideologue will protest that "all" life is sacred--but will condone the shooting of abortion clinic personnel.

An ideologue will insist on freedom of speech and the right--no, the obligation--to say whatever he wants to say, unless he considers the speech to be racist, sexist, homophobic, or any of the other litany of –ist’s in the politically correct spectrum, at which point the free speech is no longer free speech and will not be allowed anywhere and should be shut down and the person sentenced to re-education and silenced, fired, expelled. As ideologues at a university administration said recently, with a totally straight face, and completely unaware of the contradiction and irony of their statement: “We will not tolerate intolerance.”

An ideologue will insist on segregated housing on campus for members of his race, ignoring the fact that his parents and grandparents went through decades of protests and a whole civil rights movement to allow him to live with everyone else and eliminate the practice of segregation.

An ideologue will insist on everyone's constitutional right to bear arms--but when some disturbed citizen uses a legally obtained gun to shoot ten people and himself in a fast food restaurant, the ideologue shrugs and says, "Guns don't kill people; people kill people."

An ideologue will insist on freedom for the Palestinians--but urges his own idealist young followers to become suicide bombers, death apparently being the ultimate freedom.

An ideologue personally hates Republicans/Democrats/Sunnis no matter what they say or do. His ideological opponents are not just wrong--they're evil and must be driven out of or kept from office.  They must be crushed, even killed if possible. Therefore, the ideologue will work to defeat his opponents in any manner available, using the truth, lies, facts, insults, innuendo, influence, the media, rumors, protest, violence, murder, suicide. Anything goes, and anything is justified.

An ideologue won't listen to reason when his beliefs are questioned. Even if he's normally smart, he won't use his intelligence. Even if he's usually kind, he won't follow his heart. Even if he's obviously not blind, he won't see the facts in front of his face. Reality, logic, emotion elude him.

A Muslim ideologue hates Americans. An American ideologue hates "foreigners." A feminist ideologue hates men. A black ideologue hates whites. An ideologue hates anyone or anything that opposes his ideology--that's what he does.

The bad news is that we're bursting at the seams with ideologues, and they're tearing this country apart. The worse news is that they're tearing the world apart. The worst news is that they've been doing their damage for a long time:

The young man who strapped on a bomb in Palestine today;

The housewife in the 1970’s who called a returning Vietnam veteran a “baby-killer;”

The Soviet official in the 1950's who jailed anyone who disagreed with the party line;

The 18th century citoyen who beheaded entire aristocratic families in revolutionary France;

The 16th century inquisitor who burned "heretics" alive in Spain.

Ideologues all.

I wish I had a simple solution. I don’t know how much our generation can change, because the ideologue seems to get entrenched---the older he is, the more he believes his ‘party line,’ the less open he is to new ideas. I do know it has something to do with training our kids to think, to reason, and to be tolerant--not fake "politically correct" tolerant, but really open-minded, which means willing to listen to all views and allow them to be voiced, whether or not they agree with them.  We should urge them to strongly apply the sentiment attributed to Voltaire: "I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it." 

And whatever else we do to teach our children, let's keep them, and us, away from ideologues.
